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Catholic Institution, and she might not have taken that
step without this influence, but that ought not to affect the
Court."
Such facts, however, altered not one iota the legal position.
That the parent was the child's natural guardian, and had
a right to direct its education, was the ground to which the
case always returned. And no proofs of unnatural conduct
could affect "the Law".
The "Summing-up" by the Master of the Rolls contains
significant remarks. "The history of this case forms", he
declared, "a good exposition both of the undoubted great good
which Dr. Barnardo and his Institutions do, and also of things
which are done by him, as I think, beyond the Law," The
contention that the mother had now come "under better
influences" he spurned: "It is useless to tell me that the
mother has come to a better view of her duty to the child.
She was a bad woman, and is no better now. ..." But,
though the Summing-up declared that the child had been
"betrayed by its mother", the Judgment went against the
Doctor: "I say to Dr. Barnardo—that even if the mother
had signed the agreement, she might at any time revoke it,
and refuse her permission for the child to be sent away.
He must hold his agreement subject to that risk." Moreover,
the Court held that though Barnardo had not himself
received the letter until days after the boy had sailed, his
subordinates had received it; and he was responsible. Con-
sequently, it was ordered that: "Dr. Barnardo is bound to
use every possible effort to obey the Writ; he must write
letters, advertise, and, if need be, go to America to look for
the boy."
One passage in the Summing-up is specially pungent:
"I do not say that, in sending the boy away, he (Dr. Barnardo) was not
acting for his best interests. / do not say that I have any suspicion but thai
Norton was an honest, capable man; but legally Dr. Barnardo has no
right to give the child up to him. It was deliberately arranged between
them that there should be no means of tracing the child. / do not wonder
at it. If Norton heard what sort of mother the boy had ... he would

